
Trip Card # 032
Tiritiri Matangi from 
Army Bay

Please note; 
Every care has been taken to ensure the information contained in this Trip Card is correct at the time of publication, but things change and you will need to confirm the information provided.  You will also 
need to get further information to ensure a safe trip, this will include an up to date, relevant weather forecast and the ability to understand its implications for the area and talking to locals in the area to 
garner new information on any hazards in the area. It is also expected that an appropriate level of knowledge, skills and equipment are required to safely complete the trip.  Please do not hesitate to contact 
us if you are unsure of any information or you find the Trip Card needs updating. Cheers Peter Townend,Yakity Yak Kayak Club. Updated: September 2016

Hobbs Beach, Tiri Tiri Matangi

Tiritiri Matangi from Army Bay

Route card No. 032   Skill level: Intermediate   Distance: 20 km     Chart: NZ532    Tidal Port: Auckland  
         
Start point:  Army Bay      
Finish Point:  Army Bay  
Emergency contact: VHF Channel 60 or 64 or PLB
Comms coverage: Mobile phone coverage is sketchy at times
Nowcasting:   Channel 19 or 79

Description: 
Meet at Army Bay.  Paddle along the coast to 
the end of Whangaparaoa Penninsula.  Cross to 
Tiritiri Matangi.  There is the option of paddling 
around the island, going for a walk, or lying on 
the beach.  Return.
This trip is only suitable for beginners if the 
weather conditions stay calm all day.

Note that Tiri is pest free – please check your 
boat and gear for rats, mice, Argentine ants, 
rainbow skinks, soil and seeds.

Introduction: 
Tiritiri Matangi is a beautiful bird sanctuary with 
many highly endangered species.  There are 
feeding stations along well established walkways 
where you invariably see birds that are used to 
people being so close.  In peak season there are 
guided tours (no charge).
The ocean side of Tiri has some great rock-
gardening with a couple of caves.
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Hazards:
Army Bay is adjacent to army land.  They • 
frequently have shooting practice using live 
rounds.  If this is on, they generally post a very 
small notice on the gate near the top of the 
boat ramp, so always check there.  They also 
fly red flags on poles located along the top 
of the cliffs visible from the water.  If there is 
a sign posted, or the red flags are flying, you 
are required to paddle well out from the coast, 
approximately 500m off shore.
The seas in the Tiri Channel (Whangaparaoa • 
Passage) can become quite large when wind 
opposes tide.


